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Aims of the session
Considering why writing is important

Barriers to writing confidently

Progression in writing

Research and Guidance

Modelling

Questions
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Why is Writing important?
Writing is an important 

lifelong skill. Children 

need to learn to write so 

they can communicate 

and express themselves.

Writing develops alongside all 

learning areas, 

especially communication and 

language, reading and mathematics.

When you write, you 

explain what decisions 

you are making in your 

mind, so children 

understand how they 

share thoughts, ideas 

and feelings.

As you model writing you support children 

to:

•understand language patterns

•develop their thinking skills

•solve problems

•make sense of their experiences

DFE: Help for Early 

Years providers

UKLA Viewpoints

https://ukla.org/viewpoints/ukla-viewpoints-writing/
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Nicholson's Not So Simple 
View On Writing

Why is writing so 

difficult?

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337313218_Introduction_to_the_special_issue_on_writing_-_LDA_Bulletin_2019
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The National Curriculum

Primary Curricilum 2014

Spelling Handwriting 

& Presentation

Composition Vocabulary, 

grammar & 

punctuation

https://sites.google.com/site/primarycurriculum2014/
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Writing Progression

Wickham Common term by term, year by year progression document for transcription, spelling, 
composition, grammar and punctuation.

Wickam Common 
Writing 
Progression

https://www.wickhamcommonprimaryschool.org/_site/data/files/users/template/files/66C36B3D1B1499A72D88F3B3C5A6D492.pdf
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EEF Guidance

EEF Guidance Report: Improving Literacy in KS2

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1736352750
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EEF Guidance

EEF Guidance Report: Improving Literacy in KS2

https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks2/EEF-Improving-literacy-in-key-stage-2-report-Second-edition.pdf?v=1736352750
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Modelling
Types of modelling

Live Modelling

Modelling whilst 

metacognitively 

explaining what you're 

doing and why –

talking through the 

writing process

Take suggestions, 

allow children to use 

magpie journals 

where appropriate, 

discuss vocabulary and 

grammar.

Prepared Modelling

When conscious of time, 

live modelling only 2 or 3 

sentences may be ample.

Sharing the rest of a 

prepared model following 

this can be just as impactful 

if relevant writing choices 

are explained.

Non-examples

Sharing models that don't 

work can be a powerful 

way of emphasising what 

does. Share these in 

immersion activities and 

when exploring steps for 

success.

Probably prepared rather 

than live modelled.
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Modelling using non examples

Expand noun phrases – a phrase that has a two adjectives, separated by a comma, 
describing a noun

The small, fluffy kitten

A shiny, red sports car

The tall, ancient oak tree

The panda 

The cute fluffy panda 

The panda was chewing noisily on a sprig of 

bamboo.
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