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Aims of the session

• How reading is taught and assessed

• Individual skills

• Practical tips on how to support these at 

home

• Questions
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How reading is taught and assessed
Early Years and Key Stage 1

o Daily phonics using the accredited Read Write Inc 

(RWI) scheme

o Homogenous groups matched to each pupils  

knowledge of sounds and blending/decoding 

skills 

o Children complete the RWI scheme when they 

can accurately read 80-90 words per minute

o Daily Reading Skills sessions

o PM Benchmark to assess reading speed and 

comprehension (book bands)

o Termly formal assessments (from Spring for Year 

1) leading to intervention where appropriate

Key Stage 2

o Daily Phonics for children in Years 3 & 4 who have not 

completed RWI scheme

o Daily ‘Fresh Start’ sessions for children in Years 5 & 6 who 

have not completed the RWI scheme

o Daily Reading Skills sessions

o PM Benchmark to assess reading speed and 

comprehension (book bands)

o Termly formal assessments leading to intervention where 

appropriate
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•increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some 

of these orally
•discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination

•identifying main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph 

and summarising these

•predicting what might happen from details stated and 

implied

•provide reasoned justifications for their views

Reading activities as part of main English lessons ensure 
coverage of other National Curriculum objectives such as:
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KS1 Content Domains

2024 KS1 Reading Test Marking guidance.

Although end of KS1 assessments are now optional, the curriculum is designed 

for children to develop the skills listed above, known as the Content Domains.
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10% 38% 2% 44% 0% 0% 0% 6%

2024 Year 6 SATS by Content Domain
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Where do the kids like to hang out after school?

What are Jinx and Tam collecting to build?

Who is Catrin waiting for when she arrives?

Why was Catrin late meeting Jason?

What does Catrin say about her little brother?

What is Jason doing when he falls off his bike?

What is the main difference between the park and the place the kids hang out?

How does Catrin react when she sees Jason fall?

Retrieval  - finding key information from the text
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Why do you think the kids prefer playing on the waste ground instead of at the park?

What does Jason’s reaction to Catrin offering him a hand suggest about his personality?

Why might Jason feel that "everything’s different now" when he never used to mind 
everyone knowing him?

What can you infer about Jason's relationship with his older brother, Richie, based on his 
response to Catrin?

Why do you think Jinx believes there’s a wild cat on the loose, even though no one has 
proof?

*These are often based on understanding characters' feelings and motivations*

Inferences  - making connections/ educated guesses 
based on what's been read
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Events Characters

New Vocabulary Unanswered questions/ puzzles

Catrin – caring, responsible, understandingJason falls off his bike when attempting the 
perfect wheelie
Catrin rushes to check if he's ok

Rubble: Broken pieces of rock or brick from something that 
has fallen apart.

Satchel: A bag for carrying books and school stuff.

Unicycle: A bike with only one wheel.

What happened in Jason’s life that makes him feel like 
"everything’s different now"?

Is there really a wild cat on the loose, or is it just a 
rumor?

Why does Jason seem upset when Catrin brings up 
Richie?
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Making Connections

Discussion of books and how they relate to other books is important 
to develop understanding.

Children discuss:

Books with a similar theme

Characters

Settings

Events

How books previously read are similar and/or different to what they 
are reading now.
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Question time


